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Social-Object-Play among wild chimpanzees in Mahale Mountains
National Park

Masaki Shimada

(Dept. of Animal Science, Teikyo University of Science &
Technology)

Social-Object-Play (SOP), i.e. social-play holding with portable
object(s), among wild chimpanzees in Mahale Mountains National
Park in Tanzania has been studied for about 4 months in 2008-2009.

SOP was observed relatively rarely, since chimpanzees tended to
play with portable object(s) solitarily in most of the cases. Most of the
behaviors of object holders were understood as solicitation for social
play. Juveniles held various kinds, shapes or materials of objects such
as twigs of tree, vine, rock, piece of hunted animal. Play pattern of
SOP were restricted by such the features of the objects they held: Most
play patterns with particular objects were similar to the behavioral
pattern of the original usage of the objects by adults. In a few cases,
multiple juveniles concentrated on a target object of play at the same
time and tried to possess it. Such the objects were suggested to be

invaluable for chimpanzees.

The results suggest that wild juvenile chimpanzees utilized portable
objects which they could find in their environment according to the
features and unstable values of objects as foods or tools.
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