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The Gorillas Forest of Ueno Zoo over the past 10 years and our future role

Ryo Imanishi (Ueno zoological Gardens)

The Gorillas Forest of Ueno Zoo was build in 1996. I would like to introduce individual gorillas
that have been kept at Ueno Zoo in the last ten years, and show you the video that was recorded
the first baby born at Ueno Zoo.

We have introduced the new male, Haoko (14yeas) in July 2007 that came from Taronga zoo,
Australia, Sydney as the breeding loan. We have learned the enrichment feeding, target—training
and how to introduce a new male to females from the staff of Taronga Zoo. According to their
advice, we succeeded to make a social unit and Haoko got along with 2 females. We will observe
continuously social behaviors with his new mates including breeding behaviors. We also would like

to talk about their natural behavior to visitors through the gorilla exhibit at Ueno Zoo.
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Mutual understandings between gorillas and humans: considerations for wild and zoological
gardens.

Juichi Yamagiwa (Kyoto University)

Gorillas are our evolutionary neighbors with high social intelligence like us. However, unlike
domestic animals or pets, they have not developed these features to coexist with humans. Their
social features function to coexist with their conspecifics and other lives in their natural habitats
which have not included human habitats until recently. I have learned social and behavioral
features of gorillas, by naturalizing myself into their behavior. Based on these experiences, |
realized strange human behavior or interactions in comparison with gorillas and other non—human
primates. It contributes to reconsideration of human centralism in our modern world. Such
experiences are also possible in zoological gardens, where safe encounters between gorillas and
human observers are arranged everyday in artificial but enriched habitats. Recently conflicts
between human residents and wild animals have increased everywhere in the world. The one—sided
management plan for wildlife is sometimes needed for preventing their crop raiding, but
conservation of gorillas is not the case. Gorillas and humans can recognize mutual tolerance for
coexistence sympatrically. I will argue such conservation strategy to promote coexistence of

gorillas and humans in cooperation with zoological gardens.



